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Church History 
 
Primary Objective 
To prepare the Ministry Development Team to use the history of Christianity and the Episcopal Church to inform their teaching and leadership of 
their congregation in their context.   Team members will be able to: 
 

1. Complete a Team and Individual Assessment and Learning Plan 
Suggestion: complete the “How Am I Equipped” column on the Individual Assessment, then complete the Team Assessment, then finish 
the Individual Assessment.   

 
2. Compare and contrast the Pauline churches with the shared ministry churches envisioned by Roland Allen. 

 
3. Understand and articulate the theological issues that caused the first four ecumenical councils to take place. 

a. Explore the evolution of the creeds and their importance today 
b. Understand the heresies that prompted the ecumenical councils and how these ancient heresies live today. 

 
4. Compare and contrast the pre-Constantinian church with the post Constantinian church 

 
5. Explore the Reformation and its influence/evolution into today’s denominations. 

a. Political issues with which Henry VIII dealt 
b. Explore theology of Thomas Cranmer 
c. Explore the theological foundation of the Elizabethan Settlement by Richard Hooker and his integration of scripture, tradition 

and reason.  
 

6. Describe the roles that William White and Samuel Seabury played in the establishment of the Episcopal Church 
a. Describe the beginning of the American episcopate 

 
7. Describe the Enlightenment and how this movement challenged the Church 

 
  



2 
The Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 2017 

Church History 
 
Primary Objective 
To prepare the Ministry Development Team to use the history of Christianity and the Episcopal Church to inform their teaching and leadership of 
their congregation in their context.   Team members will be able to: 
 
The resources for this module are not easily divided into the sessions.  Many of the resources listed will be helpful for any of the sessions on 
history.  Please use the Readings and Resources listed for all the sessions in this module.  Each team member might commit to researching one 
of the sessions in this module and then sharing the information with the rest of the team.  There are also resources in video form from Iowa 
Religious Media Service www.irms.org  and from YouTube https://www.youtube.com/.  You will need to search the catalogue for IRMS.  Some of 
the YouTube resources are listed.   
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Module: Church History 
Session 1 Team Assessment and Learning Plans 
 
Primary Objective: 
To prepare the Ministry Development Team to use the history of Christianity and the Episcopal Church to inform their teaching and leadership of 
their congregation in their context.   Team members will be able to: 
 

Competency How is the team 
equipped?  Name the 
gifts, knowledge and 
skills already present in 
the team. 

What the team 
needs/wants to learn 

How the team will 
accomplish this learning?  
What format will the team 
use to provide evidence of 
the learning? 

Observations about the 
team process of reaching 
the competency. 

Compare and contrast the 
Pauline churches with the 
shared ministry churches 
envisioned by Roland Allen. 

    

Understand and articulate 
the theological issues that 
cause the first four 
ecumenical councils to take 
place. 
 
Explore the evolution of 
the creeds and their 
importance today 
 
Understand the heresies 
that prompted the 
ecumenical councils and 
how these ancient heresies 
live today. 

    

Compare and contrast the 
pre-Constantinian church 
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with the post Constantinian 
church 

 
 

Explore the Reformation 
and its influence/evolution 
into today’s 
denominations. 

Political issues with 
which Henry VIII 
dealt 
Explore theology of 
Thomas Cranmer 
Explore the 
theological 
foundation of the 
Elizabethan 
Settlement by 
Richard Hooker 
and his integration 
of scripture, 
tradition and 
reason. 

    

Describe the roles that 
William White and Samuel 
Seabury played in the 
establishment of the 
Episcopal Church 
 
Describe the beginning of 
the American episcopate 

    

Describe the 
Enlightenment and how 
this movement challenged 
the Church 
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Module: Church History 
Session 1 Individual Assessment and Learning Plans 
 
Primary Objective: 
To prepare the Ministry Development Team to use the history of Christianity and the Episcopal Church to inform their teaching and leadership of 
their congregation in their context.   Team members will be able to: 
 

Competency What knowledge, skill, 
experience do you bring 
to this competency? 

What would you like to 
learn or what 
experience would you 
like to create? 

What format will you use to 
provide evidence of your 
learning? 

Observations about your 
process of reaching the 
competency. 

Compare and contrast the 
Pauline churches with the 
shared ministry churches 
envisioned by Roland Allen. 

    

Understand and articulate 
the theological issues that 
cause the first four 
ecumenical councils to take 
place. 
 
Explore the evolution of 
the creeds and their 
importance today 
 
Understand the heresies 
that prompted the 
ecumenical councils and 
how these ancient heresies 
live today. 

    

Compare and contrast the 
pre-Constantinian church 
with the post Constantinian 
church 
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Explore the Reformation 
and its influence/evolution 
into today’s 
denominations. 

Political issues with 
which Henry VIII 
dealt 
Explore theology of 
Thomas Cranmer 
Explore the 
theological 
foundation of the 
Elizabethan 
Settlement by 
Richard Hooker 
and his integration 
of scripture, 
tradition and 
reason. 

    

Describe the roles that 
William White and Samuel 
Seabury played in the 
establishment of the 
Episcopal Church 
 
Describe the beginning of 
the American episcopate 

    

Describe the 
Enlightenment and how 
this movement challenged 
the Church 
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Module: Church history 
Session 2: Compare Pauline churches with shared ministry churches 
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activity Reflection Resources 
Compare and 
contrast the 
Pauline churches 
with the shared 
ministry churches 
envisioned by 
Roland Allen 

Compulsion of the 
Spirit: A Roland 
Allen Reader by 
David Paton and 
Charles H. Long, 
editors, 

 
 
Create a timeline for Church History that can be 
used as a teaching tool.  Include the events listed in 
the curriculum module.  Each team member take 
one event, research and then present/teach this to 
the rest of the team.  Include a description of the 
event, context (what was going on at the same 
time), what happened, effect on the Church at that 
time, importance for us today 
 
 
 
Make a comparison chart of the Pauline churches 
and your congregation.   

What attributes of the 
Pauline church model 
challenge you, appeal 
to you? 
What attributes of a 
shared ministry church 
challenge you, appeal 
to you? 

http://www.ncregister.com/site/a
rticle/st_paul_and_the_church 
 
http://www.spirituality.org/is/166
/03.asp 
 
https://books.google.com/books?
id=f0hGAAAAYAAJ&printsec=front
cover&dq=roland+allen&hl=en&ei
=4lWHTt_oDMfbgQey6pT6Cg&sa
=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&res
num=8&ved=0CFIQ6AEwBw#v=on
epage&q&f=false 
 
http://archive.churchsociety.org/
churchman/documents/Cman_11
7_4_Payne.pdf 
 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.o
rg/trevinwax/2013/10/23/why-
roland-allens-100-year-old-book-
continues-to-challenge/ 
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Module: Church History 
Session 3: Theological issues that caused the first ecumenical councils 
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activity Reflection Resources 
Understand and 
articulate the 
theological issues that 
cause the first four 
ecumenical councils to 
take place. 
 
Explore the evolution of 
the creeds and their 
importance today 
Understand the 
heresies that prompted 
the ecumenical councils 
and how these ancient 
heresies live today. 

Living With History   
by Fredrica Harris 
Thompsett 
 
Early Christian 
Traditions, Vol. 6 of 
the New Church’s 
Teaching Series by 
Rebecca Lyman 
 
A History of the 
Christian Church by 
Williston Walker 
 
Documents of the 
Christian Church, new 
edition by Henry 
Bettenson and Chris 
Maunder, editors 

 Why is it important 
for the present to 
understand the 
past? 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/hist
ory-timeline 
 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
shows/religion/maps/cron.html 
 
 
https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/m
agazine/issue/100-most-important-events-
in-church-history/ 
 
http://www.bdcconline.net/en/stories/a/all
en-roland.php 
 
http://archive.churchsociety.org/churchma
n/documents/Cman_117_4_Payne.pdf 
 
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/councils.p
hp 
 
https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/st
udy/module/nicea/ 
 
The Church History Institute has many 
helpful resources   
https://www.churchhistoryinstitute.org 
https://www.creeds.net/ 
 
https://www.acast.com/historyofthechristia
nchurch/creeds--part-01 
this is a podcast (also written) and there is a 
list of other podcasts in the series at the 
end 
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Module: Church History 
Session 4: Christian church before and after Constantine 
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activity Reflection Resources 
Compare and contrast the 
pre-Constantinian church 
with the post 
Constantinian church 

  What do you consider the 
most important shift that 
happened during this time? 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/p
ages/frontline/shows/religio
n/why/legitimization.html 
 
http://www.nationalgeogra
phic.com/lostgospel/timelin
e_10.html 
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Module: Church History 
Session 5: Explore the Reformation and its influence 
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activity Reflection Resources 
 

Explore the Reformation and its 
influence/evolution into today’s 
denominations. 
 
Political issues with which Henry VIII 
dealt 
 
Explore theology of Thomas Cranmer 
 
Explore the theological foundation 
of the Elizabethan Settlement by  
 
Richard Hooker and his integration 
of scripture, tradition and reason. 

The Study of 
Anglicanism by 
Stephen Sykes 
and John Booty, 
editors 
 
What is 
Anglicanism? By 
Urban T. 
Holmes 
 
Anglicanism 
and the 
Christian 
Church by Paul 
Avis 

 How would I explain the 
history of our theology of 
baptism and Eucharist? 

http://www.history.com/topic
s/reformation 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
british/tudors/english_reforma
tion_01.shtml 
 
http://www.newworldencyclo
pedia.org/entry/Richard_Hook
er 
 
http://www.luminarium.org/re
nlit/cranmerbio.htm 
 
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=__X5Z9IztrM 
a short video with an overview 
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Module: Church History 
Session 6: Role of William White and Samuel Seabury 
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activity Reflection Resource 
Describe the roles that William 
White and Samuel Seabury 
played in the establishment of 
the Episcopal Church 
 
Describe the beginning of the 
American episcopate 

   http://anglicanhistory.org/usa/seabur
y/hughson.html 
 
http://satucket.com/lectionary/Conse
cration_Seabury.htm 
 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/files
/bi_071810_full.pdf 
 
http://anglicansonline.org/resources/
essays/misc/WmWhiteHighChPrinc.ht
ml 
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Module: Church History 
Session 7: Enlightenment  
 

Competency Reading Suggested Activities Reflection Resources 
Describe the Enlightenment and 
how this movement threatened 
the Church 

   http://www.history.com/topics/enli
ghtenment 
 
https://www.britannica.com/event/
Enlightenment-European-history 
 

 
 


