
Connections
Summer 2017  
VOLUME 4, NUMBER 2Iowa

Sanctuary
MovementTh

e The growing movement 
to protect and stand 
with immigrants facing 
deportation p. 4



From the Bishop
Jesus said “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
I take this to mean, “don’t borrow tomorrow’s trouble 
today.” It can also be put this way, “Give your entire 
attention to what God is doing now and don’t get worked 
up about what may or may not happen tomorrow” 
(Matthew 6:34, The Message). The night prayer from 
the New Zealand Prayer Book captures a similar thought 
in its phrase “It is night after a long day. What has been 
done has been done; what has not been done has not 
been done; let it be.” Jesus adds that God will provide 
for us in whatever hard things come up when the time 
comes.

It is within this perspective that we engage what it means 
as Christians to be hospitable and welcoming in a climate 
of stricter enforcment of federal immigration laws. On 
the one hand, it is natural for our responses to differ 
according to whom we know, and how close we are to 
individuals and families who may find themselves fearful 
of deportation. When we can put a face to the situation, 
we are likely to act more vigorously in their defense. On 
the other hand, there are fundamental Gospel values 
which urge us to become involved from motivations of 
compassion, justice, and upholding human dignity. Thus, 
we find ourselves drawn into defense of strangers “for 
you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt” 
(Exodus 22:21).

The Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations 
underscores that advocating for comprehensive 
immigration reform remains the most significant work we 
must keep before us. Our focus is on preserving the unity 
of families, creating pathways to citizenship, and helping 
bring people out of the shadows. As a Church we support 
immigration relief for youth whose parents brought them 
here as children. We seek alternatives to the creation of 
detention centers, and the termination of using local law 
enforcement to carry out federal immigration law. The 
Episcopal Church works towards these goals ecumenically 
and through inter-faith coalitions. 

These, however, are long term objectives. What about 
our neighbors who are afraid to answer their doors, or 
walk their children to school? I like the idea of “pastoral 
accompaniment.” How can we be a supporting and 
welcoming presence to those feeling most vulnerable and 
intimidated? How can we offer ourselves to walk with 
them? 

First, we must be aware that we take our lead from the 
immigrant community itself. What are we being asked to 
do? For some of us, offering sanctuary will always mean 
the action of harboring, or seeking to shelter someone 
in the church. Providing safety, however, involves a 
multi-layered possibility. Its range includes offering social 

services from our food or 
clothing centers, or advocacy 
through keeping the pressure 
on public officials for a 
more humane approach, or 
narrating people’s stories 
and putting faces before 
the rhetoric. It extends to 
education, offering legal 
clinics and helping families 
develop preparedness strategies 
and knowledge of their rights. 
And above all it calls for our presence as companions, as 
observers in rapid respond teams, or in accompanying 
people to court hearings and check-ins. 

One thing this crisis of conscience has brought to mind 
is that as a diocese we have failed to pay attention to 
our neighbors from the southern border. Only now are 
we beginning to create a Latino outreach in a shared 
Lutheran-Episcopal effort in Western Iowa. And even 
in that endeavor we are more tempted to seek new 
members for our Church than be a Jesus presence of 
love and compassion in their midst. This is a time for us 
humbly to offer our partnership to those who have paid 
better attention than we have. There is an opportunity 
to tap into what is already here in terms of people with 
ears to the ground, and to partner where we can. It is 
true that each day has its sufficient amount of troubles. 
Today, God just happens to have awoken us to this new 
challenge. And it doesn’t matter how late we may be 
to the action, God’s work is always in the now. For the 
promise remains that we are not to be overwhelmed, 
because God also will “provide for us in whatever hard 
thing comes up” (Matthew 6:34, The Message).      

In the peace and love of Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Alan Scarfe, Bishop of Iowa

Bishop Alan Scarfe
Photo credit: Bill Witt  
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by Meg Wagner

In 2007, the Diocese of Iowa resolved to 
be a Sanctuary Diocese, "committed to 

granting places of safety for those who have 
traveled here as immigrants" (Resolution 
155-M). The diocesan convention 
resolution was a response to Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids 
that had occured in Marshalltown and 
was revisited after raids in Postville. The 
policy remains in place, although what 
"granting places of safety" looked like on 
the local level was never defined.

After the 2016 election, and in response to 
the new administration's determination to 
criminalize, detain, and deport millions of 
undocumented people, faith communities 
and cities across the country are discussing 
what it means to be a "sanctuary,"a place 
of refuge and safety. 

On April 6, the Diocese of Iowa hosted 
an online video conversation for leaders 
of Episcopal churches on the topic of 
sanctuary. More than 50 people gathered 
across Iowa to share their thoughts, ideas, 
resources, and questions about ministry 
with immigrants and refugees, and how 
to be a place of safety.

One of our diocesan chancelors, Linda 
Neuman, encouraged participants that, 
"as long as congregations are committed 
to providing places of safety for ALL God’s 
children—whether immigrant, citizen, 
documented, or undocumented—there 
are many ways they might focus on special 
needs of immigrant populations."

Neuman also cautioned the participants 
that there are legal risks for congregations 
and individuals "who confuse granting 
places of safety for immigrants and 
others with concealing, hiding or secretly 
transporting undocumented persons 
with the intent to hide them. It is against 
the law to 'harbor,' or 'aid and abet' the 
harboring of undocumented persons. 
Violating the law may result in felony 
convictions for individuals and loss of tax 
exempt status for churches." 

The current Sanctuary Movement in 
churches has deep roots in our faith 
tradition's commitment to hospitality 
to the stranger. Hospitality in ancient 

Israel was deeply connected to the 
understanding of their history as strangers 
and wanderers who had received God’s 
promise, grace, protection, and blessing. 
Because the people of Israel had once been 
aliens, they were required to provide for 
the aliens in their midst. Strangers could 
expect to be fed, sheltered, and protected, 
usually for a brief period of time. In most 
of the stories in the Old Testament about 
hospitality, the guests brought their hosts 
into a special connection with God.

The Old Testament laws provided a 
structure of support for strangers in their 
midst in varying degrees. What remained 
after the harvest was made available to the 
poor and to travelers. Tithes of grain were 
set aside for the poor and alien. Jews were 
forbidden from exploiting alien workers.

Jesus became known for pressing 
hospitality constantly outward towards 
those least likely or able to reciprocate and 
was dependent on the hospitality of others 
during his ministry. Those who listened 
to him and followed him found true 
welcome and the promise of a heavenly 
home.

In Christine Pohl's book, Making Room: 
Recovering Hospitality as a Christian 
Tradition, she writes, “For most of the 
history of the church, hospitality was 
understood to encompass physical, social 
and spiritual dimensions of human 
existence and relationships. It meant 
response to the physical needs of strangers 
for food, shelter, and protection, but also 
a recognition of their worth and common 
humanity” (Pohl, p. 5-6).

In medieval England, churches offered safe 
places for people accused of wrongdoing. 
Before the Civil War in America, churches 
provided places of hiding for slaves fleeing 
the South. In the 1980's congregations 
assisted Central American refugees as they 
fled their homelands.

In this new phase of U.S. history, the 
Sanctuary Movement is inspiring churches 
and communities to seek ways to protect 
and stand with immigrants in America 
who are facing deportation.
The Rev. Meg Wagner serves as the Communications 
Coordinator for the Diocese of Iowa.

The Sanctuary Movement and Immigration
Ways to be involved in the 
Sanctuary Movement
Information
• Print & make available or 

distribute ‘Know Your Rights’ 
cards, aka. “Red cards”

• Organize/host/participate in an 
informational forum 

• Become more informed on 
theology and history of civil 
disobedience

• Attend and listen to immigrant 
groups’ forums and perspectives 
to counteract likelihood of our 
making some wrong assumptions

• Look into what unintended 
consequences could result from 
different advocacy positions

Collaboration/Partnership
• Join with immigrant groups to 

avoid doing things on another’s 
behalf without their guidance

• Organize, coordinate with lawyers 
wanting to do pro bono work to 
support churches, families offering 
sanctuary and/or to support 
immigrants

Advocacy
• Form a rapid response team to 

witness/video/broadcast raids, etc.
• Write letters to the editor
• Contact government officials (call, 

write, or visit)
• Participate in public community 

events, protests, etc.
• Meet with law enforcement in 

your community to ask about their 
policies, state your views about 
how to treat people

• Try to influence public opinion on 
local policies or positions

Stand-in
• Be available as someone who can, 

for example, take an immigrant’s 
child to the doctor or ER if the 
parent is afraid

• Become Power of Attorney for 
someone

• Sheltering
• Become a ‘sanctuary church’
• Coordinate a list of families willing 

to shelter immigrants in their 
homes

• Offer home as a place where an 
immigrant could stay for sanctuary

Source: The Episcopal Diocese of Fort 
Worth
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far, one Des Moines church has declared 
sanctuary, four have declared support, 
and multiple others are considering 
their response. The best way to become 
connected is to visit iowasanctuary.org. 

Ms. Spivey Knapik is a parishioner at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul. 

Calvary, Sioux City
by Stacey Gerhart

“Living in a constant state of fear, my 
neighbors come to me for help,” was 
a Calvary, Sioux City parishioner’s 
description of the terror many in our 
community felt in February of this year. 
Having emigrated to the U.S. twenty 
years earlier and now a citizen, our 
member spoke from experience to raise 
awareness of the urgency and request 
support for the Latino community. 

Our first step at Calvary was to listen 
and to ask for regular updates on the 
pulse so we could better understand 
what was happening. Next we supplied 
information packets in Spanish 
outlining the rights of undocumented 
immigrants and instructions and 
documentation for completing a 
Durable Power of Attorney. The safest 
way to avoid drawing attention to 
those in possible danger was for our 
parishioner to distribute the packets 
on an individual basis. Through 
announcements during the service, 
prayers, sermons and written material 
the congregation was educated on 
Sanctuary Church status. 

At the request of members, an open 
forum was held to discuss the risks 
and commitments involved in housing 

A Place of Safety
Churches across Iowa are exploring how to be safe and welcoming
The Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul, Des Moines
by Spivey Knapik

In March of this year, the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul in downtown Des 
Moines established a new committee to 
build relationships in the community in 
order to partner with them in works of 
justice. Our first initiative has been to 
discern our role in the New Sanctuary 
Movement.

Sanctuary is about providing safety and 
refuge for our immigrant neighbors, 
in response to the fear and uncertainty 
that many immigrant families in our 
communities are experiencing.  

Over the past few months, we have 
reached out to the local organizers of 
the movement, involved non-profit 
groups, and the leaders of various faith 
groups in the area who have already 
declared themselves to be sanctuary 
or supporting congregations. We have 
hosted one information session so far 
and are planning to host more (both 
about sanctuary and about immigration 
in general, in conjunction with Iowa 
Sanctuary) over the next few months. We 
are working on forming a discernment 
committee to determine the scope of St. 
Paul’s involvement in the movement. 
Traci Petty (trpetty17@gmail.com) and 
Spivey Knapik (svspivs@gmail.com) are 
leading the conversation here and are 
happy to connect with you and answer 
any questions you may have.

There is a lot of mobilization happening 
statewide, and in the Greater Des 
Moines area in particular. Iowa 
Sanctuary is organized by a local 
group of the American Friends Service 
Committee. They have established a 
hotline for reporting Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) action, 
and are connecting the various churches 
(across the state) to each other and to 
any other resources they need. They are 
also working on ways to better inform 
Iowans about the state of immigration 
in our country and what people of faith 
are uniquely equipped to do about it. So 

an undocumented immigrant facing 
imminent detainment and potential 
deportation, as well as alternative 
support that Calvary could choose 
to offer. The opinions in the church 
ranged from “I’m not comfortable 
doing something that’s illegal” to “This 
is what Jesus taught us to do–care for 
our neighbors.” After a passionate 
discussion the decision was made to take 
a full congregational vote on whether 
or not Calvary is willing to house an 
undocumented immigrant/family if 
the emergent need arises. Calvary’s next 
steps of support are contingent upon 
the outcome of the vote. 

The Rev. Stacey Gerhart is the priest at Calvary, 
Sioux City.

Señor de la Misericordia, 
Denison
by Filemon Diaz

In the community of Denison, despite 
the efforts of the local authorities to 
provide information and reassure the 
Latino community in this area, the 
community is still very fearful that 
there may be immigration raids in this 
town since there is a large percentage of 
immigrants in the area. 

While I do not know many of the 
people's migratory situation, I have 
noticed that the streets are increasingly 
empty, the shops are empty during the 
day and have many people at night. 

When I go out to visit them and I touch 
their doors, nobody wants to open 
them. When I try to talk to someone 
on the street in an insecure way, they 
respond and withdraw with the desire 
not to be seen for a long time outside. It 
is a very worrying situation and I think 
it is because of the tense environment 
that is being reported in the media 
(television and newspapers).

The Rev. Filemon Diaz is the new 
Lutheran/Episcopal Missioner at Señor de 
la Misericordia in Denison.

"Living in a constant 
state of fear, my 

neighbors come to me 
for help."

 - Calvary, Sioux City parishioner
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resources available on
IowaShare.org

• Resources for those in need: Know 
your Rights info in several languages, 
bond information, immigration lawyers, 
family preparedness plan, 

• Resources for churches and 
individuals: FAQ from the ACLU, 
levels of action, the social policies 
of The Episcopal Church, Sanctuary 
Movement Toolkit, legal considerations 
for parishes, webinar with curriculum 
on immigration 
advocacy for 
Episcopalians, and 
more.

A Place of Safety, continued
St. Anne's by the Fields, 
Ankeny
by Andi Baker

For nearly 15 years, St. Anne’s Episcopal 
Church has welcomed immigrants into 
its small-town Iowa community. Over 
the years we have received families 
from the Philippines, United Kingdom, 
Sudan, China, Guyana, Ghana, and 
Mexico. Immigrant families come 
searching for a worship community. 
Unlike many churches that have separate 
worship services for the different 
immigrant populations among them, 
St. Anne’s begins this process with just 
one worship service, remembering that 
we are all part of the one body of Christ.   

Many of the new families have taken 
time to teach St. Anne’s members 
about life and customs in their home 
countries. This has fostered a deepening 
of relationships, a sense of belonging, 
and a call to serve beyond the walls of 
our church and the borders of our state 
and country.  

These shared stories also helped St. 
Anne’s begin to see the difficulties that 
people encounter when coming here 
from other countries. Finding housing 
and transportation are very difficult 

for people who have no credit rating. 
Finding work is nearly impossible 
if English is not the person's first 
language. Navigating our educational 
and medical systems also prove to be 
challenging for immigrants.   

St. Anne’s members have helped 
immigrant families get on their feet by 
providing transitional assistance such 
as references for housing and jobs, 
donating vehicles or co-signing loans for 
transportation; by donating household 
goods and hosting housewarming 
showers to help families furnish houses 
or apartments.

Finally, St. Anne’s has incorporated 
immigrant families into the full life 
of the church. They serve as lectors, 
ushers, greeters, coffee-hour providers, 
lawn care workers, and vestry members. 
We also take time each year to celebrate 
our diversity with an annual flag-raising 
ceremony and worship service where 
our immigrant families each raise their 
country’s flag on the poles facing 1st 
Street. Periodically, we have potlucks 
that celebrate the heritage of all of our 
families. Visit on that day, and one 
will enjoy everything from Filipino 
Pancit, to Italian Lasagna; Swedish 
meatballs and Greek Dolmathes. As we 
break bread together, we welcome the 
stranger, and strangers become friends. 

Ms. Andi Baker is a member of St. Anne's, 
Ankeny.

St. Andrew's, Des Moines
by Katie Walters 

St. Andrew's has a long history of 
interacting with refugees. In 1994 St. 
Andrew's opened it's doors to the Dinka 
community of "Lost Boys" who were 
refugees fleeing civil war in Sudan. In 

St. Anne's by the Fields, Ankeny

2008, the Muslim Darfur community 
from Northern Sudan moved into the 
St. Andrew's community center to meet 
and pray.

In the 1990's, St. Andrew's helped 
furnish and house individuals and 
families as they arrived in Des Moines, 
and today, besides sharing space, the 
three communities get together every 
year for a whole-church picnic, parades, 
and interfaith worship services. 

St. Andrew's holds English classes 
every Sunday which have become a 
safe place for a community of Muslim 
Darfur women to learn English, learn 
about our country, and express their 
fears safely. St. Andrew's also has an 
interfaith youth group for teen-aged 
children of refugees, many of whom 
were born in the United States. The 
group learns about other religions 
and serves other refugee communities 
and families new to Des Moines. St. 
Andrew's volunteers teach bible lessons 
to the Christian Dinka children during 
the Dinka worship service. 

One member of the Darfur community, 
who attends English classes and has 
a son in the youth group, said of her 
experience with St. Andrew's, "I feel 
really comfortable when I am over 
there. You are my people. We are a 
part of the church. You don't make a 
difference between us, just because you 
are Christian and we are Muslim."

Ali Hassan, a leader in the Darfur 
community said, "St. Andrew's is 
making history, telling everybody that 
there is no difference between religion 
or color or anything. I think that St. 
Andrew's should spread what they do 
to other churches to help people adapt 
to people like us–to help people find a 
place to live and worship. That can help 
many people. We were lucky to find St. 
Andrew's. I know many groups do not 
have a place to worship, and they need 
someone like you."

Ms. Katie Walters is a meber of St. Andrew's in 
Des Moines.
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The Importance of Advocacy

The Episcopal Church has long 
engaged in advocacy to urge 
Congress to pass comprehensive 

immigration reform that would bring 
individuals out of the shadows, focus 
on family unity, and provide pathways 
to citizenship. There are currently 11 
million undocumented people living in 
the United States today. The majority 
of those people are long-term residents 
and many have family members who 
are U.S. citizens. Our country’s legal 
immigration system is outdated, as it 
was last meaningfully updated 27 years 
ago, and there are currently no long-
term solutions or options for the 11 
million undocumented people to earn 
a pathway to citizenship, if they are 
eligible. As people in our communities 
are living in fear of deportation, 
it is time once more to commit 
ourselves to advocating for bipartisan, 
comprehensive reforms that will bring 
lasting solutions to our neighbors and 
our nation. 

In April 2017, more than 1,000 
economists signed an open letter to 
Congress urging that they work to 
develop smart immigration policies that 
would serve our national interest. They 
wrote, “With the proper and necessary 
safeguards in place, immigration 
represents an opportunity rather than a 
threat to our economy and to American 

workers.” Immigrants are business 
owners who hire American workers, 
collectively pay an estimated $11.74 
billion a year in state and local taxes, and 
fill jobs that an aging U.S. workforce 
with varied talents is unable to fill. 
Massive deportation efforts would have 
a negative effect on our economy–
threatening the housing market as “a 
high percentage of the 2.4 million 
mortgages held by households with 
undocumented immigrants would be 
in peril,” and “gross domestic product 
(GDP) would be reduced by 1.4 
percent in the first year, and cumulative 
GDP would be reduced by $4.7 trillion 
over 10 years.” Immigrants contribute 
greatly to our nation’s economy, and 
a reformed system would allow us to 
more fully harness the capacity for 
development and innovation that 
benefits all. 

In addition to the economic benefits 
immigrants bring to our communities, 
our faith calls us to recognize the great 
social and spiritual impact immigrants 
make. And we are called to treat all 
human beings, no matter their place of 
birth, with dignity and respect. Policies 
that ignore individual realities and 
prioritize enforcement-only approaches 
will have devastating impacts on 
our economy and the fabric of our 
communities which are strengthened 
by family unity and trust. Episcopalians 
must call on their members of Congress 

to work across the aisle and craft 
immigration policies that prioritize 
family unity and offer pathways to 
citizenship. 

You can become an effective advocate 
by building a relationship with your 
members of Congress, sharing your 
concerns about our outdated and 
broken immigration system, and asking 
that they work to build comprehensive 
reforms. 

Start by learning who your members 
of Congress are. The Episcopal Public 
Policy Network offers a tool to lookup 
your elected officials by zip code. Do 
research on their record and public 
statements on immigration issues, then 
make a plan to speak with them and 
their staffs with a group of people from 
your community on this issue. And if 
you cannot plan a meeting, make calls 
to their offices or write a letters to voice 
your opinion using our toolkit, found 
at advocacy.episcopalchurch.org. 

Our undocumented neighbors and 
friends are fearful right now. As people 
of faith, we must come together to speak 
out for bipartisan policy solutions that 
strengthen our country and the promise 
of the American Dream. 
Mr. Alan Yarborough serves as the 
Communications Coordinator and Office 
Manager of The Office of Government Relations 
for The Episcopal Church. Visit advocacy.
episcopalchurch.org for more information. 

by Alan Yarborough

Who are undocumented immigrants?
• DIVERSE: Not all undoccumented 
immigrants are from Mexico. While 
most are from the Americas, many 
parts of the United States are home to 
immigrants from Asia and the Pacific 
Islands, Africa and Europe.
• FAMILIES: Most families have 
mixed legal status, such as one parent 
with legal immigration status, one 
without documentation.
• CONTRIBUTORS: More than 60% 
have lived in the U.S. for more than a 
decade. Labor force particpation is high 
and crime rates are lower than that of 
U.S. born residents.

• DREAMers: Many undocumented 
immigrants were brought to the United 
States as children. Dreamers must meet 
educational requirements and pass an 
extensive background screening.
• TAX PAYERS: They pay state and local 
taxes, sales and excise taxes, property taxes 
on homes or indirectly as renters. Best 
evidence is that 50% of undocumented 
immigrant households file income tax 
returns using Individual Tax ID Numbers 
and many who do not file have taxes 
deducted from their paychecks. 
Source: Undocumented Immigrants' State and Local 
Tax Contributions: Institute on Taxation and Policy, 
March 2017.

Iowa's Immigrant Population
• Iowa is home to about 130,000 
immigrants 
• They are naturalized citizens, refugees, 
legal permanent residents (green card 
holders), those with work or student 
visas, and undocumented immigrants.
• Approximately 4.3% of the Iowa 
population are immigrants (born 
outside of the United States).
Source: Immigrants in Iowa: What Iowans 
Contribute to the State Economy, The Iowa Policy 
Project, July 2014.
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